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ent reached ; and on the wisely thought-out arrange-
ments which ensure to their efforts so great a
measure of success.

To me, I confess, the choice your Committee have
made of the first subject for exposition seems par-
ticularly happy. For it is precisely in India that,
for us Westerns, the evolution of religious belief is
most instructive. It can be traced there with so
much completeness, and so much clearness; we can
follow it there with so much independence of judg-
ment, with so great an impartiality ; and it runs, in
spite of the many differences, on general lines so
similar to the history of religion in the West, that
the lessons to be learnt from it are of the highest
value. Nowhere else do we find the records of a
movement stretching uninterruptedly over more than
three thousand years. Nowhere else has greater earn-
estness or so much ability been devoted so con-
tinuously to religious questions. Nowhere else has
there been so much freedom of thought. Nowhere
else has the evolution of religion been so little in-
fluenced from outside. Yet nowhere else do we find
a system at once so similar to our own in the stages
and manner of its growth, and so interestingly and
absolutely antagonistic to our own in the ultimate
conclusions it has reached. And nowhere else do
we find so complete a picture of the tendencies and